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What is claimed is: 

1. A file structure for storing a cont^fffobject having a plurality of content entities, 
comprising: 

a file object cont^mng a list of content entity identifiers defining the content of the 
content object; anc 

a plurality of file objects, each containing a content entity. 
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2. The file structure of claim 1 j further comprising an attribute file object containing at least 
one attribute pertaining to the content object. 

3. The file structure of claim/l, wherein at least one attributes is extracted from the content 
object. 

4. The file structure of clann 1, wherein ones of the content entities further comprise 
components associated with tbp content object, and further comprising one or more associated 
component file objects. 



5. The file structure of claim 1, wherein the content object is one of a book, a collection of 
images, an album, and a video. 

25 6. The file structure pf claim 1 , wherein the content object is a book and ones of the content 
entities are one of volunres, chapters or sections. 

7. The file structure of claim 4, wherein at least one of the associated components comprises 
an image. 
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8. A file structure for storing /hierarchically structured content object having a plurality of 
content entities, comprising the /ep of: 



a first file object coiKaining an outline of containers and content entity identifiers defining 
5 the content and hierarchical structure of the content entity; and 

a plurality of ffife objects, each containing a content entity. 

9. The file structure of claim 8, further comprising an attribute file object containing at least 
10 one attribute pertaining to the content object. 

3 10. The file structure of claim 8, wherein at least one attributes is extracted from the content 
; object. 



M5 11. The file 
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component file ob 
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structure of claim 8, wherein ones of the content entities further comprise 
associated with the content object, and further comprising one or more associated 



f 20 images, an album 



1 3 . The file structure 
one or more of a 



ects. 



12. The file stfricture of claim 8, wherein the content object is one of a book, a collection of 
and a video. 



>ook 



of claim 8, wherein the content object is a book and the containers are 
, a volume, or a chapter. 



25 14. The file structure of claim 8, wherein the content object is a book and ones of the content 



entities are one o 



comprises an ima; 



volumes, chapters or sections. 



15. The file st "ucture of claim 1 1, wherein at least one of the associated components 
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6. A method for providing a file structure for storing a content object having a plurality of 
content entities, comprising the step^of: 



creating a file obje^containing a list of content entity identifiers defining the content of 
5 the content object; and 

creating a plurality of file objects, each containing a content entity. 
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17. The method of claim 16, further comprising the step of creating an attribute file object 
containing at lealt one attribute pertaining to the content object. 

18. The metpod of claim 16, wherein at least one attributes is extracted from the content 
object. 



19. The me 



hod of claim 16, wherein ones of the content entities further comprise 



l , 15 components associated with the content object, and further comprising the step of creating one or 




more associated\^omponent file objects. 

0. The method of claim 16,j&ih6rein the content object is one of a book, a collection of 
images, an album, and a 

21. The method of claim 16, wherein the content object is a book and ones of the content 
entities are one of volume >, chapters or sections. 



22. The method 
25 image, a video segment, 



of cl#m 19, wherein at least one of the associated components comprises an 
cjr an audio segment. 
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23. A method for storing a hierarchically structured conjent object having a plurality of 
content entities, comprising the steps i 

creating a first file object/containing an ou0ine of containers and content entity identifiers 
defining the content and hierarchical structure m the content entity; and 

creating a pluralityof file objects, each containing a content entity. 

24. The method of claim 23<rurther comprising the step of creating an attribute file object 
containing at least one attribute pertaining to the content object. 

25. The method qf :laim 23, wherein at least one attributes is extracted from the content 
object. 




26. Tbt method of claim 23, wherein ones of the content entities further comprise 
comnjdnents associated with the content object, and further comprising the step of creating one or 

M*e associated component file objects. 

27. The method of claim 23^ji*^fein the content object is one of a book, a collection of 
images, an album, and 



28. The method of claim 23, wherein the content object is a book and the containers are one 
or more of a book, a volumeL or a chapter. 



29. The method of claim B3, wherein the content object is a book and ones of the content 
entities are one of volumes, c lapters or sections. 



30. The method of claim : 
image, a video segment or an 



6, wherein at least one of the associated components comprises an 
audio segment. 



STL000022US1 



-151- 




31 . A program storage device readable by a machine, tangibly embodying a program of 
instructions executable by the machine to perform method steps for providing a file structure for 
storing a content object havirig a plurality of content entities, comprising the steps of: 



creating a file object containing a list of content entity identifiers defining the content of 
the content object; md 

creating arplurality of file objects, each containing a content entity. 



32. The 
10 containing at 



method of claim 31, further comprising the step of creating an attribute file object 
leist one attribute pertaining to the content object. 



□ 33. The metpod of claim 31, wherein at least one attributes is extracted from the content 
lz object. 
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M5 34. The method of claim 31, wherein ones of the content entities further comprise 
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components associated with the content object, and further comprising the step of creating one or 
more associated aomponent file objects. 

35. The method of claim 31, wherein the content object is one of a book, a collection of 



j^O images, an album, and a video. 



36. The method pf claim 3 1 , wherein the content object is a book and ones of the content 
entities are one of volumes, chapters or sections. 



25 37. The method ofi claim 34, wherein at least one of the associated components comprises an 
image, a video segment, or an audio segment. 
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38. A program storage device readablyby a machine, tangibly embodying a program of 
instructions executable by the machine p perform method steps for storing a hierarchically 
structured content object having a plurality of content entities, comprising the steps of: 



5 creating a first file object^cbntaining an outline of containers and content entity identifiers 

defining the content and hierarchical structure of the content entity; and 

creating a plurality ot Aile objects, each containing a content entity. 

10 39. The method of claim 38, further comprising the step of creating an attribute file object 
containing at least one attmbute pertaining to the content object. 
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40. The method of c|pim 38, wherein at least one attributes is extracted from the content 
object. 

41. The method oti claim 38, wherein ones of the content entities further comprise 
components associated with the content object, and further comprising the step of creating one or 
more associated component file objects. 



I Jo 42. The method/of claim 38, wherein the content object is one of a book, a collection of 
images, an album, And a video. 
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43. The method of claim 38, wherein the content object is a book and the containers are one 
or more of a bookl a volume, or a chapter. 



44. The 
entities are one o 



method of claim 38, wherein the content object is a book and ones of the content 
volumes, chapters or sections. 



45. The 
30 image, a video 



method of claim 41, wherein at least one of the associated components comprises an 
segment or an audio segment. 
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